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Themes
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Description

This cross-School, multi-year level, cross-disciplinary collaboration activity was designed to
improve students understanding of communities under threat from climate change. Students
undertook the research and design of the poster. The process and the results were discussed
with other staff and students.

The lecturers involved were the facilitator, Pamela Abuodha, an accounting lecturer and
an indigenous studies lecturer. A staff member from the Learning Development unit
provided assistance with poster design. The overall aim of the activity was to accurately
and succinctly summarise climate change issues for vulnerable communities, such as how
floods might affecting the indigenous communities living in and using low lying areas.

This activity helped the students to develop the following skKills:

* Beinformed - obtain comprehensive knowledge of the economic impacts of
climate change at a local scale and its effects on indigenous communities;

* Good researcher — skills in finding relevant literature and apply critical evaluation
on the information;

*  Problem solver - apply creative, logical and critical thinking to design their poster
with supporting evidences for this activity;

. Effective communicator - build effective collaboration and teamwork across a
range of different backgrounds and cultures; and

* Socially responsible teamwork - respect diverse opinions, professions and
cultures.
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The activity

Students were required to:

research the material for a poster aimed at improving understanding of the potential impacts of
climate change on vulnerable communities and cultures and their associated ecosystems;

Develop communication and critical thinking skills by attending the poster session and interacting
with other students and teachers.

In addition to researching vulnerable communities students were asked to identify further research
required to reduce the risks of climate change and develop appropriate adaptation and mitigation
measures, particularly in areas with high risk of socio-cultural impacts.

The two classes involved were a third year accounting unit and a second year indigenous studies
unit. Students were asked to work in groups to prepare a poster on social responses to the
challenges of climate change and imagine the poster is to be hosted on the website of federal
Department of Environment and Climate Change.

Students needed to organise themselves to arrange to meet with students in the other class
BEFORE the poster session and get their points of view on the topic so that they could include some
comparisons in their poster. Some possible questions were included in the instructions to stimulate

discussion.

Possible Questions for Social &
Environmental Accounting students

What are the social, economic, political and
ethical responses to the challenges of climate
change?

What aspects of accounting and economics
could help in ensuring equal distribution of
resources during natural hazards?

In what ways can accounting and economics be
applied to minimize the financial impacts of
climate change?

What are the climate change impacts on
indigenous people’s economic welfare?

What does the future hold for climate change in
terms of accounting and accountability?

Who is the community/society? Is it the nation
of Australia? The environment, current
generations or future generations?

If the people to suffer represent only those in
the affected areas, can the accounting or tax
institutions claim they have served the
communities or society well?
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Possible Questions for Indigenous Peoples
and the Environment students

In what ways might indigenous and local
communities be more vulnerable to the effects
of Climate Change than other sectors of the
community?

How might this apply in Australia? Are
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities actually in a worse position than
other sections of Australian society?

In what ways have indigenous communities
contributed to environmental protection and in
so doing to combating climate change?

What capacity-building needs can enable
Indigenous Peoples to make use of their
traditional knowledge and to build community
resilience in the face of climate change?

What capacity building can be done for the rest
of society to enable a more equitable response
to both indigenous knowledge and potential
indigenous vulnerability in Climate Change
scenarios?
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